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According to Mgr Alichoran teaching, 
we believe more in …

Å The exegetic Eastern tradition 
than the Western scholars

Å The meaning of each consonnant, based on 
the right gesture, than a dictionnary putting 
words into Western boxes.  

Å The balancing of the formulas (pitgamé) 
more than the Western syntax   

Our compass when discovering the Pshytta :

The translations of Etheridge and of Georges Lamsa 
show the influence of the Western texts and 
paradigm. 

Even Georges Lamsa, who is of Assyrian origin, 
seems to have been influenced
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Å The accurate reckoning of the time of Our Lord's Coming in the midst of the ages 

Å The thoroughly designed Pedagogy of Jesus and the Organization of the Early Church 

Å The exact Coherence of the four Gospel texts

Å Shiol, the Three Lives and Divine Mercy

Å …

Some of the areas that are full of wonders for a Latin Catholic:

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎΤ 
ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƻƴŘŜǊΦέ 

G.K. Chesterton
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The Pedagogy of Jesus and the Organization of the Early Church

Á Like in the Old Covenant, Memorized Learning is the Basis of 
Jesus' Teaching but with important evolutions 

Á The teaching of Jesus during 3 ½ years is thoroughly scheduled

Á Alongside the sacrificial role of the priests, the special role of 
the Levite-deacons : teaching The Word with the Gospel

Á The double role of women: mistresses of houses and 
consecrated women who accompany the apostles

Á The Qubala Court to keep 
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Memorized Learning is the Basis of Jesus' Teaching

An evidence in the East, difficult to admit in the West

The question is how to understand mll and mmll ?

‘amar : to speak

mll : to say a word of wisdom
Back to the roots : to make/establish (m) a relation ship (l) in both ways 
(double l)

mmll : 
1) to stutter or to stammer 
2) To repeat so your listener can memorize by heart, 

Unfortunately, most of translation (even Lamsa) don’t make a difference 
between mll and mmll. 
As a result, we have lost the fact that Jesus was called a "malpana“, that’s to 
say one who make the people memorize, by repeating his teaching.
 

In the Talmud : 
Moses repeated to Aaron,
Aaron repeated to his sons
His sons repeated to the ancients,
The ancients repeated to the people

The West has forgotten that 
repeating was the basic of learning.

Jesus is Malpana AND Rabbi :
- He gives a teaching for the 

« little ones », to be repeated
- He gives a upper level 

teaching in the Temple

Reminder for Westerners :
In Semitic anthropology, 
the heart is the place of memory 
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Orality and Memorization are misunderstood, even contested, in the West

Birger Gerharssonpaved the way for the 
recognition that Jesus' oral teaching was 
rooted in Jewish tradition. 

The 3 objections by Western academics:

Å There is no trace in the Gospel of Jesus' 
teaching by heart 

Å There is no body/group to regulate
the oral content to be teached

Å There is no traceof memorization by heart 
of the Gospels in patristic texts

Yes there are many in the Pshytta :
If mmll is taken into account, there are many traces 
of Jesus as a teacher asking to memorize

The heart is the place of memory 

Yes there is : Mary and the apostle in the Upper 
Room of Zion are regulating the content to be 
teached
The correct understanding of Ac 6 :
Å Greek speaking woman are disadvantaged in the 

daily bread distribution ‒>  ƅƑǪǢƈǈǡƈƒǤƑƦŴƏƲƾǅƌƒǁƑŨ
As they are not aramaic natives, they cannot 
memorize the daily bread of the Souartha easlily

ÅDuring the very first years after 30, 
the apostles are dedicated to the Word, 
in the Upper Room, with Mary 

Å7 men are chosen to translate the oral necklaces of 
the Souartha    

Yes there are, 
but « they have eyes and can’t see !! »
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... and those who are familiar with Judeo-rabbinic orality 
do not grasp the rupture brought about by Jesus

But at the opposite, some scholars consider Jesus 
pedagogy as one among other rabbis

The difference in method between Jesus and the 
scribes and Pharisees is to be understood  

Birger Gerharssonpaved the way for the 
recognition that Jesus' oral teaching was 
rooted in Jewish tradition. 

The 3 objections by Western academics:

Å There is no trace in the Gospel of Jesus' 
teaching by heart 

Å No body to regulate the content of the
oral content to be teached

Å No traceof memorization by heart of the 
Gospels in patristic texts
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3 eras in the pedagogy, as we understand it

Moses tradition Pharisians tradition
Jesus and Early 
church tradition

Learning by heart
Learning by heart and writing

(for the  written Torah)
Learning by heart

At home, father to sons (Dt)
At the synagogue, by saphré, 

only for boys
At home, by mothers, 

for the beginners (male & female) 

Levites in charge of organising 
the learning

Saphré in charge of 
the learning

Deacons (72, then 432, then 5000)
in charge of organising 

the learning

Torah, then Tannakh 
Torah, Tannakh

+ Mishna & Gemarra
« They sit in the chair of Moses» 

Souartha : « my burden is light »

Liturgy cycle starting in nisan 
(1st month) 

Liturgy cycle starting in Autumn
(Kippour) under greek influence 

Liturgy cycle starting in nisan
(K. of Matthew as the liturgical lectionary)

? Seder and Sabbat evening meal 
Qoubala on Saturday night to prepare to 

« the day of the Lord » (Sunday Mass)
(see 1 Co 11)

How

Where

Who in 
charge

What

Gathering

Cycle
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Mt 23:2 : The scribes and the Pharisees sit on the chair of Moses

The healing of the dropsy man is a severe critic of the Pharisian Mishnaïc teaching

The dropsy man is « gathering water », 
analogy of a teaching which is too heavy and of no interest  
‒> « My burden is light » says Jesus.

The tannaïm were very proud of been cisterns 
keeping a large quantity of water without leak : the Mishna 

In Luke, the dropsy man healing 
opens the teaching about how to 
manage a qubala (chapter 14). 
It is a teaching specially designed for 
the deacons

The deacons should not be tempted to memorize too 
much material. 

They must keep the Sourtha as a light burden. 
Like burning embers. 

They have to keep away from the Mishnaïc tradition 

The lesson given by Jesus :

Which one of you, if his son or his Torah
should fall into a cistern/water tank
on the sabbath day, 
would not immediately pull and bring him out? 



The deacons : they have to be focused on the oral Gospel to be transmitted, 
they should not enter into rabbinic debates ! 

The deacons are focused on transmitting the oral Gospel
Their mission is not to go into controversies 

ƣƅǄŵƏƲǅǞǡƈƑſŵƏƲƒǂǄƣƉǎƌƾƑǁƣƅǄūƣƉǅƅǇŽ
Ə
ƌƑſƣƅǄūƣƉǋƅǎǇƣƅǈƅǅǢƏƌƒƦūǣƅǊƘţƑŨƣƅƴŽƏūƢƑƦƣƅǄŵƏƲǄƢƈǡƈƑſ

Luke 10:4 - Do not carry purses, nor bags, nor shoes; and do not salute any man on the road. 

Luke 10:4 - Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way. 

Luke 10:4 - Nolite portare sacculum, neque peram, neque calceamenta, et neminem per viam salutaveritis. 

We understand : 

When saluting anybody on the road do not enter into (a rabbinic) questionning (sh’l)  

Lamsa

Kings James

Vulgata

Even Lamsa translation 
does not make real sense
Why should they not salute ?
It doesn’t makes sense !
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The organization and the roles

The homes : giving the breast milk  

The deacons : organising the « homes» and the qoubalé

The 12 : the priesthood

The healing of the mother in law of Peter
After coming out of the synagogue and entering a home 

The healing of the dropsy man 

The healing of the man with the dry hand

The widows : Prayer and education of women

72, then 500, then 5,000

6 then 36 Χ

оΣллл Χ

Associated miracles ?

The ressurrectionof WŀƠǊŜΩǎdaughter ?
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D Pâ Pe T

29
Pâ Pe T

30
DD Pâ Pe T

28
D Pâ Pe T

27
Pâ Pe T

31
D

Baptism

Cana (6 Apostles)

Sending on mission of 12 

Resurrection of Lazarus

12 Apostles

D : Dedication
Pâ: Passover
Pe: Pentecost
T: Tents

Start-up of the "homes" as places of memorization

Opening of the Teaching in the Temple

Education of the 12

Education of 
the 72 Sending on mission of 72 

Death of John the Baptist

1st Multiplication of Loaves

Higher level
education of 12

Recruitment and 
Education of 432

Transfiguration

Sending on mission of 432 

Pentecost for 120

5000 men

Basic learning for 3000 : 
The 1st houses of the Grand Diaspora

Peter and John teach as 
rabbis in the Temple

Winter School
H

Sum.
H

Winter School
H

Sum
H

Winter School
H

Sum.
H

Winter School
H

Sum.
H

Winter School
H

Sum.
H

5000 men

The thorough scheduling of the teaching of Jesus

Education 
of  5000

The 12 teach
as rabbis
in the Temple
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The deacons : focused on the oral Gospel

Fear not little flock (the deacons) 
For your father wants to give you the kingdom 

Sell that you have, and give alms.

Provide yourselves bags which do nor wear out,
a treasure that is not to be sheared in the heavens .

Where no thief approacheth, neither moth destroy ?
Where, then, your treasure should be ?
This place actually is your heart.

The kingdom is 
given through the 

Gospel
The 72 will travel 
and have no need 

for possessions

What is memorized is 
in the heart : a « bag » 
that cannot be weared 

out

… and is kept in 
the memory after 
the end of this life

In your heart, 
there is no thief, 

nor moth
The heart is the 

place where your 
treasure should be

A typical oral riddle
A flavour only found in Pshytta

(wrong cutting of verses in other versions)

If we do not enter in the semitic anthropology and in oral 
tradition, Lk 12:32-33 cannot be understood correctly
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The “qubala”

The Jews had a tradition of gathering in homes on the evening 
of the Sabbath, where the "seder" was recited and then a 
meal was shared

We believe that this tradition was taken up by Jesus, to make 
the "qubala”, and that this was practiced in the early church

The Christians used to meet on Saturday evenings to share 
the recitation of the Suarthaand then to share a meal 
(shamitha). 

The qubala prepares the hearts for the celebration of 
Qurbana at sunrise on Sunday. 

It is the deacons who are in charge of the qubala.

Depiction of a qubala of the Passion 
carved on the granite cliff of Kong Wang Shan

The evidences :

Å Luke 14 : Recommendations for qoubalé

Å 1Cor 11:17-22 : Paul straightens out the way "evening 
meals" are conducted in preparation for the Lord's day

Å The southern courtyards of early century churches 
throughout the East

Å The carved granite cliff of Kong Wang Shan

Å Traditions of the church of the East
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The Guardian of the qubala Court

An untranslatable pun on the role of deacons in Luke 11:21-22 

 ƒǮƏƌǇƈţƣƅǋƌƾǎƏƌƴƑŨ ƒƯƏƌƑǁǌƏƌƽƏƌƳǇǠƏƌƸƈǊŪƉƑſŽƅƑŨƣƅǋƾƏƌǢƑƦūƘŪƱƉǋƅƾǋƈǝ
Luke 11:21 - When a strong man is armed and keeps watch over his courtyard, his property is safe; 

Luke 11:21 - When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: 

Luke 11:21 - Cum fortis armatus custodit atrium suum, in pace sunt ea, quæ possidet. 

We can hear : 
Natar dartéh : the guardian of his courtyard
Or
Natar dratéh : he guards his doctrine

Qénianéh : analogically, we understand qénianéh 
as the oral necklaces that are « quanoun », his treasure

If « a stronger comes », he creates a « division » in the group : palgouta

It is exactly the issue that is pinpointed by Paul in 1Co 11
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Jesus gives mission to the 500

St Paul says that Jesus has be seen by 500 men in the same time
When ? 

Three weeks after Resurrection : meeting with Jesus on the Thabor.

  
ƥƉƒƯƌƾǈǄ
Ə
ƌƑſǌƽƉƑŨǠƏƌǎǓƏƌƒƯƴƲǄƏƌŬƈţƣƅǅƌƾǅƒƪ

Ə
ƌǄƥƅŽƏƲƸǄƣƅƑǂƽƏƌţ ƒƯƈǓƏƌūƑŨŵƏƲǊƈţŸƏƲǢƌƽ

Matthew 28:16 - The eleven disciples then went to Galilee to a mountain, where Jesus had promised to meet them. 

Matthew 28:16 - Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 

Matthew 28:16 - Undecim autem discipuli abierunt in Galilæam in montem, ubi consituerat illis Iesus. 

 ƒƯƏƌƒǁū ƘǫƌūţƏƌƳƴūƒƯƈƒƪǍƱƉǄ ƏūƱǋƈǇŵǌƽƉƑŨƲƒƪƏƌǅ
Ə
ƌƑǖƒſƈţūƏƌūƘŪ

Matthew 28:17 - And when they saw him, they worshipped him; but some of them were doubtful. 

Matthew 28:17 - And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 

Matthew 28:17 - Et videntes eum adoraverunt: quidam autem dubitaverunt. 

We understand : 
The disciples (and) then the eleven
Or
The disciples (of) then the eleven  

We understand : 
Some of them stayed behind (the group is divided)
The 432 do not know Jesus as well as the 72 

It is not consistent to believe that the Eleven could have any doubt at this stage !!!  
17



Jesus gives mission to the 500

The disciples (and) the eleven then 
went to Galilee to a mountain, where Jesus had promised to meet them.

And when they saw him, they worshipped him; 
Some among them, then, were staying apart.

And Jesus touch (put His hand) upon them and say a word to each of them
and said to them :

All power has been given to me, in heaven and on earth. 
Just as my Father has sent me I am also sending you. 

Go, therefore, and make disciples in all nations; 
and baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; 

And teach them to keep all that I have prescribed to you; 
and, behold, I am with you everyday, to the end of the world. 

Amen

On the Thabor, 
three weeks after the Resurrection, 
the Diaconal Ordination 
of the disciples of the 72 

This sentence is specific of the Pshytta

Mt 28 text as we understand it

18



The tradition of the role of women

Stromates III, 6,53, 1-3 (GCS, Clément d’Alexandrie 2, p. 22O)

53, [1]… Paul, moreover, is not ashamed to mention in one of his letters his own 

“(sister) companion", whom he did not take with him in order to be freer in his 

ministry.

[2] In fact, he wrote in a letter: "Do we not also have the right to take with us a 

woman, our sister, like the other apostles?" (1 Cor 9:5) 

[3] The latter, as befitted their ministry, devoted themselves to preaching "without 

distraction," taking women with them, not as wives, but as sisters, to assist them 

in their ministry to the women who lived within their homes: it was through them 

that the Lord's teaching was able to penetrate even into the homes of women.  

without giving rise to calumny.
Guimet Museum (Paris): two Chinese statues from 
the 6th century considered Buddhist. 

In fact a bishop and a consecrated woman, 
recognizable by her vial of oil (wise virgin).

There is a tradition of consecrated women helping apostles in their 
mission

19



We now have a better understanding of the importance of :

Å the learning by heart in homes, 

Å the role of deacons, 

Å the importance of qubala

This tradition was lost very early in the West, with the 
extinction of Hebrew-Christianity? 

… and later in the East with the impossibility of qubaléunder 
the Islamic yoke, even if the East has kept a tradition of 
memorization that is much more alive and strong than the 
West

And now ?

We believe that these traditions can be put back in place with 
profit

We are in the process of doing this for Christians of the Latin 
rite, with a translation of the Pshytta: today, several hundred 
memorizers

Is this perhaps something to be valued for Orientals in the 
Diaspora?

We are convinced that in the face of the dictatorship of fluid 
atheism (cf. Cardinal Sarah), it will not be possible to hold on 
without these houses of memorization.
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But many other signs did Jesus before his 
disciples: those are not written in this record;

But these are written, that (we) may believe 
that Jeshu is the Meshicha, the Son of Aloha, 
and that when (we) have believed (we) may 
have in his name the life which is eternal 

ǌƌƾǇ
Ə
ƌţ
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